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Aims and Scope
The European Journal of Cancer (including EJC Supplements) is an
international comprehensive oncology journal that publishes original re-
search, editorial comments, review articles and news on experimental
oncology, clinical oncology (medical, paediatric, radiation, surgical), and
on cancer epidemiology and prevention.

All published papers containing research data are subject to peer-review. It is
a condition of publication that manuscripts submitted to this journal have not
been published and will not be simultaneously submitted or published
elsewhere.

Submitting a Manuscript
Authors should submit two copies of the manuscript with two sets of figures
(all copies of photomicrographs and gels should be of good quality) together
with an electronic copy to: Editorial Office, European Journal of Cancer,
Elsevier Ltd, The Boulevard, Langford Lane, Kidlington, Oxford, OX5
1GB, UK. (Tel: +44 (0)1865 843282; fax: +44 (0)1865 843977; e-mail:
suzanne.peedell@ejcancer.com/emma.cannell@ejcancer.com)

In a covering letter, please identify the person responsible for editorial
correspondence (address, telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address).
The covering letter must be signed by the corresponding author on behalf of all
the authors. Also include details of any previous or concurrent submission. It is
also useful to give any information for the Editor-in-Chief to support the
submission (e.g. original or confirmatory data, relevance, topicality) or whether
any text, figures, or tables can be omitted. Authors should suggest up to 5
reviewers. These suggestions may not always be used. Receipt of all contri-
butions is acknowledged immediately, with a reference number for enquiries.
EJC is not responsible for the loss of manuscripts. Authors should keep a
copy of the manuscript. EJC does not return rejected manuscripts. One copy
and all glossy artwork are stored for a month after the rejection date before
disposal.

Authors should submit an electronic copy of their paper with the final
version of the manuscript. The electronic copy should match the hard
copy exactly.

Randomised controlled trials All randomised controlled trials submitted for
publication in EJC should include a completed Consolidated Standards of
Reporting Trials (CONSORT) flow chart. Please refer to the CONSORT
statement website at http://www.consort-statement.org/statement.html for
more information.

Ethics For clinical trials, details of ethical committee approval and the type of
informed consent should be stated. Patients’ and volunteers’ names, initials,
and hospital numbers should not be used.

Conflict of interest At the end of the text, under a subheading ‘‘Conflict of
interest statement’’ all authors must disclose any financial and personal
relationships with other people or organisations that could inappropriately
influence (bias) their work.

Role of the funding source All sources of funding should be declared as an
acknowledgement at the end of the text.

Previous publication No substantial part of the manuscript may have been
or may be published elsewhere. This restriction does not apply to abstracts or
press reports published in connection with scientific meetings. For advice on
previous or simultaneous publication, contact the Editorial Office.

Format Write in English with double line-spacing on one side of single A4
sheets with high-quality print. Limits on lengths are:
Papers up to 3000 words, abstract up to 150 words, up to 30 references
As a rule, there are about 250 words on an A4 page of double line-spaced
typing.
EJC will consider manuscripts prepared according to the Vancouver
guidelines (Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedical
numbers, N Engl J Med 1991, 324, 424–428). Authors are advised to read
these guidelines, especially when deciding on who qualifies as an author.
Authors may also find useful: Guidelines for writing papers, Br Med J 1991,
302, 40–42. Manuscripts may be altered to meet EJC style.

Manuscripts containing research data, generally follow the order: Introduc-
tion, Patients (or Materials) and Methods, Results, and Discussion. Start each
section at the top of a new page, and number all the pages.

Title page: The title page should include a concise but informative title; the
authors’ names; the department/institution and an address for each author,
with a symbol to link authors and their addresses; the name, address, fax and
telephone numbers and e-mail address of the author to whom correspon-
dence should be addressed; details of sources of support in the form of
grants, equipment, and drugs.

Abstract: The second page should start with the abstract, which should be up
to maximum of 150 words and must include the aim of the study, a brief
summary of the methods, results and a concluding statement.

Key words: Include up to 10 key words from the Medical Subject Headings
from Index Medicus.

Text: This should start on the third page and should be divided into the
following sections: Introduction, Patients (or Materials) and Methods, Results,
and Discussion.

References: references should be listed on a new page. They should be
consecutively in parentheses in the text. ‘Unpublished data’ and ‘Personal
communications’ are not allowed. As an alternative, say in the text, for example,

‘(data not shown)’ or ‘(F.G. Tomlin, Karolinska Institute)’. Accepted but
unpublished papers (but not submitted manuscripts) can be referenced as ‘in
press’.
The format of references should be that of the Vancouver guidelines. Include:

The names of all the authors when six or fewer, followed by their initials.
Otherwise list only the first three and add et al

The title of the article or chapter
The journal name abbreviated as in Index Medicus, the year and

volume, and the first and last pages
For a book, the names of any editors (as for authors), the city and name

of the publisher, and the year and pages
Examples for an article in a journal (1) or book (2) or for a book (3) would be:
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Photodynamic killing of human squamous cell carcinoma cells using a
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2. Gullick WJ, Venter DJ. The c-erbB2 and its expression in human tumours.
In Waxman J, Sikora K, eds. The Molecular Biology of Cancer. Oxford,
Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1989, 38–53.

3. Lumley JSP, Green CJ, Lear P, Angell-James JE, Essentials of
Experimental Surgery. London, Butterworths, 1990.

Figures: figures should be cited consecutively in the text. All figures should
be original glossy photographs or professional drawings (high quality
computer-generated artwork is acceptable). Please do not frame the figures.
Mark the back of each figure with its number and the first author’s name, and
indicate the top of the figure. Figures are generally reduced to 84 mm wide or
less when published. Type the legends in order on a separate page; limit the
legend to 40 words or less. Full details for the electronic submission of
artwork can be obtained from http://authors.elsevier.com.

Colour illustrations: If, together with your accepted article, you submit usable
colour figures then Elsevier will ensure, at no additional charge, that these
figures will appear in colour on the web (e.g., ScienceDirect and other sites)
regardless of whether or not these illustrations are reproduced in colour in the
printed version. For colour reproduction in print, you will receive information
regarding the costs from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article. For
further information on the preparation of electronic artwork, please see http://
www.elsevier.com/locate/authorartwork.
Please note: Because of technical complications which can arise by
converting colour figures to ‘grey scale’ (for the printed version should you
not opt for colour in print) please submit in addition usable black and white
prints corresponding to all the colour illustrations.

Tables: tables should be cited consecutively in the text. Type tables on
separate pages with a title. Avoid white spaces in the table by using
footnotes, and ensure all symbols or abbreviation are explained. Take care to
distinguish between ‘zero’ and ‘not done’ as an entry in the table.

Abbreviations and units. Generally, avoid abbreviations in the Title and
abbreviating single words. Otherwise explain all abbreviations at first mention
in the Abstract and text, except for: DNA, RNA, AIDS, and HIV. Standard SI
abbreviations for units do not need to be spelt out.

Drugnames.Usegeneric names for drugs.Commercial namesmaybe included
in parentheses at first mention in the text. Complicated drug names or regimens
may be abbreviated, with the abbreviation in parentheses after first mention.

Copyright
All authors must sign the ‘Transfer of Copyright’ agreement before the article
can be published. This transfer agreement enables Elsevier Ltd to protect the
copyright material for the authors, but does not relinquish the author’s
proprietary rights. The copyright transfer covers the exclusive rights to
reproduce and distribute the article, including reprints, photographic
reproductions, microfilm or the right to adapt the article for use in conjunction
with computer systems and programmes, including reproduction or publica-
tion in machine-readable form and incorporation in retrieval systems.
If excerpts (for example, figures) from copyrighted works are included the
author is responsible for obtaining written permission from the copyright holder
prior to submitting the final version of the paper. Full credit must be given to such
sources.

Proofs
Proofs in PDF format will be sent to the corresponding author via e-mail and
should be returned within 48 h of receipt. It is therefore essential to provide
the full e-mail addresses of the corresponding author. Keep a copy of
corrected proofs. Corrections should be restricted to typesetting errors as
any substantial changes other than these may be charged to the author. The
responsibility of detecting error is with the author. Twenty-five offprints
will be supplied free of charge. Further offprints and copies of the issue can
be ordered at a specially reduced rate using the order form sent to the
corresponding author by the Publisher.

Author enquiries
Visit the Author Gateway from Elsevier (http://authors.elsevier.com) for the
facility to track accepted articles and set up e-mail alerts to inform you of when
an article’s status has changed. The Author Gateway also provides detailed
artwork guidelines, copyright information, frequently asked questions and
more.
Contact details for questions arising after acceptance of an article, especially
those relating to proofs, are provided after registration of an article for
publication.


